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In the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently amended) A multichannel pipette system for aspirating and/or 
dispensing fluid into multiple fluid receptacles comprising: 

a pipettor having at least one body and two or more plungers; 

one or more removable pipette tip arrays, wherein, the removable pipette tip arrays mate 
to the at least one body of the pipettor, and wherein each lip array has mor$ than one tip; 

a flexible membrane rationed bet w een the tip arrays and the plungers, the membrane 
Forming a static seal with the tip * rravs. wherein the flexible membrane is connected to the one 
or more remnvahle pipette tip arrays bv one or more clamps. 

2. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the pipettor is an 
automated pipettor. 

3. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the more than one 
tips are automatically aligned with the fluid receptacles. 

4. (Currently amended) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the 
p i pfrHE tm arrays a rg corJj gurej to d isnense fluid into multiple fluid receptacles are within a 
multiwell plate. 

5. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the removable tip 
arrays comprise four tips or sixteen tips in a square array, the array corresponding to wells in a 
microplate. 

6. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the removable tip 
arrays comprise 1 536, 384, 96, 24, 12, or 6 tips in a rectangular array, the array corresponding to 
wells in a microplate. 
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7. (Original) The multichannel pipette sysicrri of claim 1 wherein the removable tip 
arrays comprise 48, 32, 24, 16, 12, or 8 tips in a linear, array corresponding to wells, rows or 



columns in a microplate. 



8. (Original) The multichannel pipette systepi of claim 1 comprising an equal 
number of bodies, plungers, and tip arrays, with one plupger traveling in each body. 

9. (Original) The multichannel pipette systejnt of claim 8 wherein each tip array 

mates to a body. I 

i 

10. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the tip arrays each 
further comprise a flexible membrane, the membrane farming a static seal with the tip array. 



11-12. (Canceled) 



j 



j ! 



13. (Currently amended) The multichannel pipette system of claim [{11]] 1 wherein 
the static seal between the flexible membrane and the arrays is formed in part with a sealing 
[[ftate]] agent . 

14. (Currently amended) The multichannel ^ijpette system of claim [[!!]] I wherein 
the flexible membrane is held by a frame, the frame haj ing a center region, and the flexible 
membrane spans the center region of the frame. 



I ! 
j 

I i 



15. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 wherein the tip arrays are 
formed of plastic, metal or combinations thereof. 

!! 

1 6. (Original) The multichannel pipette system of claim 1 4 wherein each tip array 
includes a mating feature at its edge for mating with thji frame. 
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1 7, (Currently amended) A sealing element 
lip arrays of a multichannel pipettor comprising: 

a ri^id frame having [[a-eenter]] an open central 
engagement with one or more tip anavs of a multichann 

and a flexible membrane attached to the frame, 
|[eefttef]l central region of the first frame. 
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for forming a seal between a pipettor and 



•<*gion and heinfl configured for 
>1 pipettor ; 



such that the membrane covers the 



1 8. (Original) The sealing element of claim 
frame and a bottom frame, and wherein the flexible 
frame and the bottom frame. 



wherein the frame comprises a top 
meriibrane is sandwiched between the top 



1 9. (Original) The sealing element of claim 
a portion of the side of the flexible membrane that seals 



20. (Original) The sealing element of claim 
the flexible membrane and the frame are of essentially 

21. (Original) The sealing element of claim 
latex sheet. 



22. (Original) The sealing element of claim 
feature that assists the alignment or joining of the framis 



23. (Currently amended) A pipette tip array 
aspirate and/or dispense fluid into multiple fluid receptacles comprising: 
a plurality of pipette tips extending from a base 



a flexible membrane attached to the plurality oj pipette tips; and 



a sealing agent sealing the flexible membrane t frjthebage 
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7 wherein a sealing fluid covers at least 
jvith the pipette tip array. 



7 wherein the frame is rectangular, and 

i 



e same width and length. 
17 wherein the flexible membrane is a 



1|8 wherein the frame includes a surface 
jto the pipette tip array. 



for use with a multichannel pipettor to 
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24. (Original) The pipette tip array of claim 
configured in a square, rectangular or linear array. 
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A wherein the plurality of pipette tips are 



25. (Original) The pipette tip array of claim 
tips in a rectangular array, the tips in the array corresj 



4 comprising 1536, 384, 96, 24, 12, or 6 
pording to receptacles in a microplate. 



26, (Original) The pipette tip array of claim 
square array, the tips in the array corresponding to 



comprising four or sixteen tips in a 
recedtacles in a microplate. 



27, (Original) The pipette tip array of claim : 
in a linear array, the tips in the array corresponding to r< 



14 comprising 48, 32, 24, 16, 12, or 8 tips 
cceptacles in a microplate. 



28. (Original) The pipette tip array of claim 
are in a microplate and the plurality of pipette tips are ai 
locations. 

29-30. (Canceled) 



3 wherein the multiple fluid receptacles 
i tanged to correspond to the receptacle 



3 1 . (Original) The pipette tip array of claim 
positioned in a frame, and wherein the frame includes 
or joining of the frame to the pipette tip array. 



>9 wherein the flexible membrane is 
a surface feature that assists the alignment 



AMENDMENT AND REPLY 



5 of 12 



I-SFS7617289.I 



PAGE 12/19 * RCVD AT 1 118/2007 7:45:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:14154421001 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-02 



